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These examples reveal the corporate activities of
these castes or craft guilds, and their contribution for the
upliftment of the members of their own community.
!t may be asserted that by the middle of the
sixteenth century the corporate activities of the individual
communities wielded much influence on the society. Since
some of them-carpenter, Iron smith, Potter etc., belonging
to the essential services had their inams reserved in the
twelve Ayagars of the village. The Panchanamvaru
constructed Palaces decorated them and added grandeur
to Rajanagari. In the middle of the fourteenth century the
agasalas prepared the royal throne. Therefore Harihararaya
t granted them and all the members of Panchanam
community the privilege of exemption of taxes on marriages,
buflock carts loaded with paddy etc. Similarly Kaikkolars, the
weavers were enjoying certain privileges such as tandy and
sangu conferred upon them.
The guilds also served as bonds of unity; due to
the maintenance of this unity that the Padmasalis could gain
the approval of their superiority over jandras in 1541 A.D.
Further the guilds acted as welfare censes for the
community serving social and religious causes.
We may state the following conclusions from the
above study. First, Rayalaseema possessed necessary
agricultural and mineral resources to provide a good
industrial base to the economy. The strategic place occupied
by RayalaseetT^a further contributed to the progress of